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1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 4 286 346 A (WIEK ET AL) 1 September 1981 (1981-09-01) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

An apparatus for transfer of an entity to or from the water, comprising a support 
surface (6) along which the entity being launched or recovered Is operatively 
moveable, at least one buoyant component (1 1 ) operative to render the apparatus 
buoyant in water (Fig. 1) and mounting means (5) disposed at a first end of the 
apparatus, for pivotally mounting the apparatus on a fixed structure, 

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-46 

Dependent claims 2-46 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 
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